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FIRST NATIONS

•First Nations have occupied north 
America for over 10,000 years.

•Many Nations with distinct culture, 
spiritual beliefs,  political and 
social systems. 

•Diseases, land encroachment and 
assimilation contributed to the 
destruction of many of First 
Nations’ ways of life. 
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FIRST NATIONS
•The Indian Act of 1876 
established  a series of policies 
intended to assimilates First 
Nations’ people.

•Native Women married to white 
men lost their status.

•Native people had to give up 
their status to earn a university 
degree.

•The Potlach ceremonies were 
banned.
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Residential Schools
•Government: to manage and assimilate, to 
“help First Nations people to become self-
sufficient.

•Missionaries: convert to Christianity

•First Nations: create opportunities for their 
children.

 CBC Archives residential schools

http://archives.cbc.ca/400d.asp?id=1-70-692-4007
http://archives.cbc.ca/400d.asp?id=1-70-692-4007
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Right to Vote
•Before 1960, aboriginal people had to be 
enfranchised to gain the right to vote.

•After WW1, Bill 14 stated that aboriginal 
war vets be automatically enfranchised. 

• Most aboriginals were reluctant to get the 
vote because they saw it as another step 
toward assimilation.

•What First Nation People were seeking 
was the right to self-government.
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Land Claims
•Unlike other provinces, BC never had 
formal agreements with its First Nations to 
settle land claims.

•After WW1, when the McKenna-McBride 
Commission recommended a reduction in 
size of many reserves, The BC Allied 
Tribes made a formal request to the Privy 
Council in London to recognize their rights 
to claim ancestral land.  



  



  

Self-Government
•1986, The Sechelt Government Indian 
District becomes the aboriginal self-
governed community.

•In 1996, the federal and provincial 
government of BC came to an agreement 
with the Nisga’a Nation of the Nass 
Valley.

•1999 a coalition Inuit Nations obtain the 
right to govern the Territory of Nunavut.



  

The White Paper (1969)

•Purpose: to accept aboriginal as full 
participants in Canadian society.

•Abolition of the Department of Indian Affairs
•Abolition of the reserve system
•Abolition of the native status
•Same rights no special privileges
•No special rights to fish or hunt 
•Obligation to pay taxes



  
National Chief of the 

Assembly of First Nations 

Perry Bellegarde
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